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matter more like reference than textbook material. The oceans receive a 
single chapter. Soils and their qualities are well treated. A chapter also is 
given to the internal forces which change the earth's surface, and another to 
modification of the land by external agencies. The foregoing chapters con- 
stitute fifteen out of twenty-one, and are a less marked departure from the 
older type of physical geography than are the last six chapters, which con- 
stitute somewhat less than a third of the total. These last chapters are dis- 
tinctly of the kind that geography teachers have been asking for for some 
years. They are thoroughly humanized geography, dealing with the prob- 
lems of ..inland waters, the relations of mountains and plateaus to life, coast 
lines and harbors, distribution and development of American industries, and 
the development of cities. 

The book is profusely illustrated but, owing to the quality of the paper 
used in the earlier copies, many of the half tones do not come out well. Some 
of the sketch maps like Figures 149, 396 and 397, are difficult to read, but the 
series of black and white maps included in Figures 401 to 427 are very 
telling, indeed. The placing of colored maps at the back of the book, and the 
questions placed at the ends of chapters are thoroughly to be commended. 

No strictly regional geography is introduced. The book is a treatment of 
geographical principles with illustrations drawn from the United States in 
particular and the world at large when desirable. 

The book is too difficult for the average high school class, but should serve 
excellently the needs of normal schools and elementary college classes, and 
might be used in advanced high school classes. A great amount of material is 
compressed into many of the paragraphs, but the treatment is clear, the lan- 
guage is simple, and the style is lucid. It seems that the book ought to receive 
a hearty welcome for it is a geography, and introduces those phases of the 
subject which in recent years have come to be regarded as highly desirable. 

R. H. Whitbeck. 

General and Regional Geography for Students. By J. F. Unstead 
and E. G. R. Tajlor. xii and 516 pp. Maps, diagrams, index. George Philip & 
Son, Ltd., London, 1911. 6s. 8^ x 5^. 

Apparently the demand for humanized geography has made itself felt in 
England, for this book is decidedly not a physical geography. It is, as its 
title indicates, general and regional. The first half of the Volume treats 
(often briefly) the important topics of physical geography — weathering, ero- 
sion, glaciation, the wind, etc. Climate and the atmosphere are rather fully 
discussed in four chapters. Considerable emphasis is laid upon the distribu- 
tion of life — plant, animal and human. The treatment of physiography is 
distinctly subordinated to the treatment of those phases of geography in which 
man and his activities are involved. 

Part II treats of regional geography. The authors here meet the diffi- 
culty which every writer of a regional geography of limited length must 
encounter, namely, the difficulty of satisfactorily describing all of the nations 
and their colonies in a single book, or part of a book. Half of Part II is 
given to Europe, while the British Isles are given more space than the entire 
Western Hemisphere. Colored maps are not employed, and the black and 
white sketch maps make an unfavorable impression. While the book is unat- 
tractive in appearance, it is thoroughly meritorious in its content. Causal 
relations are constantly recognized. The style is clear and direct and the 
matter is interestingly presented. The book will not meet American needs, at 
least as a textbook, but as a reference book, it ought to be quite widely useful. 

R. H. Whitbeck. 

Rabenort's Geographies. By William Rabenort. Europe, viii and 231 pp. 
Maps, ills., index. North and South America (exclusive of the United States), 
viii and 230 pp. Maps, ills., index. American Book Co., New York, 1912. 50 
cents each. 9x6. 

It is not quite clear why these books have been written and published. 
They do not, in any fundamental quality improve upon the other textbooks 
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on the market. They are simply informational ; though an attempt at rational 
treatment seems to have been made. The author — a public school principal in 
New York — manifests no special qualifications for writing a geography. 
The usual compressing process is employed and many facts, more or less 
disconnected, are brought together. However, it may be said for the books 
that they are written in simple, natural language, well suited to the age of 
the children for whom they are intended. In size arid general appearance, 
they are to be commended. 

A Handbook of Geography. By A. J. Herbertson. Vol. i : General Geog- 
raphy. The British Isles and Europe, xii and 500 pp. Maps, index. Thomas 
Nelson & Sons, London and New York, 191 1(?). 4s. 6d. 7% x 5. 

This book is intended as a "work intermediate between the elementary school 
geography and such a standard work of reference as Dr. Mill's International 
Geography." Part I includes General Geodynamics, General Geomorphology, 
General Physical Geography, and Biogeography. Part II, entitled "Regional 
Geography or Land-Lore," is a study of the general geography of Europe, of its 
several countries and of the Russian Empire. Volume II will give similar treat- 
ment to other countries. 

Part I is similar in scope to our physical geographies. The matter is presen- 
ted less fully. The classification is much simpler than in our books, and the 
style is more terse. Human responses to earth causes are included in abundance. 

The classification of land forms is less technical than is usual in America, and 
the reader does not need so intimate a knowledge of structural geology as is 
required for good work with most American books. The treatment is so con- 
densed at times that a beginning student will find the material far less clear 
than in our more detailed volumes. The classification of the larger land forms 
into table-lands, scarplands, mountain-lands (with three subdivisions) and 
plain-lands, gives a basis of analysis that can be easily and readily applied in 
the later regional study of selected areas. The section on climate emphasizes the 
author's well known division of the earth into climatic provinces, a useful scheme 
in regional study. Part I forms an excellent introduction to the later arid larger 
part of the book. 

Ninety pages summarize the essentials of European geography. The treat- 
ment is clear, the facts well selected, and the black-and-white maps make the 
presentation attractive and the chapters extremely usable. 

In the special chapters the order of treatment of large topics is causal, a 
relationship that is emphasized in many of the special points that are so often 
included in a merely informational way. The following extract, chosen at ran- 
dom, will indicate the usual method of presentation : "In the western counties of 
Great Britain and Ireland the abundant rains, which prevent the ripening of 
corn, favor the growth of grass, and more than one third of their area consists 
of permanent pasture." 

The volume is a welcome reference source that presents accurately, clearly 
and causally the details and general principles of European geography. It de- 
serves wide use as a reference volume when supplemented by a general atlas of 
a type now so much used in England and Germany. 

Richard Elwood Dodge. 

Das Kartenlesen. Erklarung der Spezialkarte 1:75,000 und der General- 
karte 1:200,000. Direkt auf der Karte erlautert und mit einer Anweisun* 
zum Croquieren und zur Beniitzung der Bussole versehen. Von Gabriel 
Fambri. 4. vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage. no pp. Karte, Tafel und 
Zeichenschlussel. Heinrich Schwick, Innsbruct, 1912. Mk. 2. 7J4 x 5. 

Captain Fambri's little book of a hundred pages is. designed to bring out the 
full significance of the Austrian military maps to the minutest detail. His suc- 
cess must be judged by the calling for new editions in 1-902 (the first came out in 
190.1), 1905 and 1912, while the author was teacher successively in the military 
schools of Hermannstadt, Innsbruck, Strass and Wiener Neustadt. His work 
appears to have approved itself to many readers. It is adequately illustrated 



